
Education in Finland



Finland in brief

● Population: 5,6 million (18 inhabitants / sq. km)

● Two official languages: Finnish and Swedish

● 8,3 % of the population with foreign background

● education level of the working age population:

● 11% basic education

● 46 upper secondary education

● 43% tertiary education



Education as a constitutional right

● Everyone has the right to basic education free of charge. 

● Equal opportunities to receive educational services in 

accordance with their abilities and  special needs 



Education is developed in partnership

● national authorities

● local authorities

● teachers’ union

● parents

● pupils and students

● research institutes

● social services



No dead-ends in the education system



What happens after secondary education?



Specialities of Finnish education system
● highly trained, motivated teachers 

● annual instruction time low

● no ranking

● focus on support

● basic education starts at age 7

● focus on learning rather than testing

● education a priority

● public funding

● local decisions

● free of charge

● co-operation

● trust



Two-tier national administration

Ministry of Education and culture:

● education policy

● preparation of legislation

● state funding

Finnish National Agency for Education:

● National development agency

● national core curricula and 

qualification requirements

● support for evidence-based 

policy-making

● support for reform and 

development

● services for learners

● supporting internationalisation



Central steering

● educational priorities

● minimum time allocation

● national core curricula

● size of state subsidies

Local steering

● educational priorities

● local curricula

● allocation of subsidies

● class size

● recruitment

● teacher ‘evaluation’

● quality assurance



Current issues

● differences between girls and boys in learning outcomes

● mobile phone use at school

● decreasing learning outcomes

● paying more attention to learners with immigrant 

background

● admission to higher education

● preparatory education for programmes leading to an upper 

secondary qualification (called TUVA)



Funding of pre-primary and basic education 



Expenditure of education 2021



Pupils and student welfare

● collective + individual

● health care

● school meals 

● safety



Guidance and counselling

● Subjective rights

● part of curriculum

● collective and individual approach

● develops learning skills

● supports self-confidence, participation and personal 

growth

● focus on transition points





ECEC plans and curriculum

● child’s overall well-being in focus
● integrative educations
● individual ECEC plan
● no learning standards
● learning through play essential
● language, physical activity, exploration
● artistic experiences and self-expression



Pre-primary education at the 
age of six

● free and compulsory
● provided in ECEC centres or schools
● minimum 700 hours per year
● promoting child’s prerequisites 

for growth, development and learning
● a continuous learning path from ECEC to school
● integrative education
● learning through play, joy of learning



Maximising potential

Every child is unique





LINK

https://www.oph.fi/sites/default/files/documents/distribution-of-lesson-hours-in-basic-education-2020.pdf


Basic education curriculum reform - core ideas

● active learner

● sustainable way of living

● integrative teaching

● schools as learning 

communities

● comprehensive school





Upper secondary education

● flexible

● personalised

● individualisation

● modular / course structure

● combining general / 

vocational studies

● eligibility for higher education



Distribution of hours in general upper secondary education

Compulsary study credits: 

Compulsory studies in credits (1 credit is about 9 
classes of 75 minutos)

mother tongue 12 credits
1. foreign language 12
Swedish 12
mathematics 12-20
environment + science 10
humanities + social sciences 22
arts, crafts and sports 8-12



Matriculation examination, a minimum 5 tests:

● mother tongue + 4 of the following:

● 2nd national language

● foreign language

● mathematics

● general studies (one subject in sciences and humanities)



Vocational education and training
● close co-operation 

with labour market

● work-based learning

● flexible learning pathways

● open pathways from VET 

to higher and further 

education



Key competences for lifelong learning

● learning and problem 

solving

● interaction and cooperation

● vocational ethics

● health, safety and ability to 

function

● initiative and 

entrepreneurship

● sustainable development

● aesthetics

● communication and media 

skills

● mathematics and sciences

● technology and ICT

● active citizenship and 

different cultures



Adult education and training
● general upper secondary education for adults
● vocational adult education and training
● adult education in higher education institutions
● liberal adult education
● labour market training





Higher education

14 universities

● Conduct research and 

provide education based 

on research

● Universities interact with 

society and promote the 

effectiveness of research 

results

25 universities of applied 

sciences

● labour market needs and 

research and development to 

support instruction and promote 

regional development



Finnish teachers are supportive





















Sources:

Adapted of a presentation by 

the Finnish National Agency for education

link to the original presentation

https://www.oph.fi/sites/default/files/documents/7.6.23%20Education%20in%20Finland%202023.pdf


HELSINKI

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3OiU8PZUyE
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